
City awards 
$10,000 for 
art, culture

Funds granted 
to nine applicants
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Charlotte Kovalchuk

Dori, one of 40 animals rescued from a Georgetown-area home July 24, enjoys some love from Jim Slack of Liberty Hill.
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New hearing set for 
county judge case

County attorney 
sues commissioners

CAC plans to recommend  
$166 million in school bonds

Rescued pets in shelter custody

Nine cattle dead, 82 seized

By CHARLOTTE KOVALCHUK

County Attorney Dee 
Hobbs wants commissioners 
to stop invading his sphere of  
authority, and he’s hoping a 
lawsuit will achieve that goal.

In a civil suit filed Tuesday 
in the 425th District Court 
against County Judge Dan 
Gattis and the four commis-
sioners — Terry Cook, Cyn-
thia Long, Valerie Covey and 
Larry Madsen — Mr. Hobbs 
said the commissioners over-
reached their authority in 
violation of  the Texas Gov-
ernment Code when they 
approved a “restrictive” new 
salary policy for elected offi-
cials in July.

Commissioners said they 
don’t comment on current or 
pending litigation.

Mr. Hobbs also stated his-
torically the compensation 

By CHARLOTTE KOVALCHUK

When Jim Slack read the 
news about a poodle rescued 
from a Georgetown-area home 
July 24, he said his heart was 
moved to go see her at the 
Canine Corral at San Gabri-
el Park, where Williamson 
County Regional Animal 
Shelter dogs are staying.

The poodle is one of  40 an-
imals rescued from a house 
north of  Georgetown, includ-
ing 15 dogs, three cats, three 
birds, 18 roosters and chick-
ens and a peahen — a female 
peacock — with her eggs. 
Animal control officers and 
sheriff ’s deputies had found 
14 dead animals and rescued 
40 others there.

As soon as Mr. Slack saw 
the poodle at the Canine Cor-
ral, he was “instantly taken 
back to a year ago when I lost 
Peaches.”

The dog looked just like 
Peaches – one of  two poodles 
he had owned before they died 
of  natural causes.

“The grieving process came 
back of  losing my dog,” Mr. 
Slack said. “I thought, ‘My 

By CHARLOTTE KOVALCHUK

Sheriff ’s deputies seized 82 
emaciated or nearly emaciat-
ed cattle Tuesday at a proper-
ty in Liberty Hill that consists 
of  roughly 180 acres extend-
ing into Burnet County.

Charges are pending, and 
the sheriff ’s office is con-
ducting an ongoing cruelty to 
livestock investigation to de-
termine if  and what charges 
will be filed. A court date is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, August 8, at Pct. 3 Justice 
of  the Peace Bill Gravell’s 
courtroom.

The Sheriff ’s Livestock 
Unit received a complaint 
regarding the neglect of  nu-
merous cattle July 18. Upon 
arrival, deputies observed 
a “boneyard” with carcass 
remains of  approximately 
nine head of  cattle on the 
property in the 19000 block of  
West Highway 29. Deputies 
returned to a nearby property 
July 31, where they observed 
seven head of  cattle visibly 

By SHANNON LOWRY

A citizens committee vot-
ed July 31 to recommend the 
Georgetown Independent 
School District Board of  
Trustees place two proposi-
tions on the November 6 ballot 
for a bond election that would 
total $166 million.

The Citizens Advisory 
Committee — comprised of  
79 members — voted to place 
12 school projects on one bond 
proposition and a $15.5 mil-
lion district swim facility as 
a stand-alone project on a sec-
ond proposition. 

The school board may or 
may not choose to include all 
the projects the CAC recom-
mended on the ballot this fall. 
The committee’s recommen-

By CHARLOTTE KOVALCHUK

On July 31, visiting Judge 
Sid Harle set another hearing 
to listen to any pre-trial mo-
tions in the official oppression 
case of  County Judge Dan 
Gattis in the 277th District 
Court.

Judge Gattis was charged 
with official oppression July 
17 after Williamson County 
Chief  Deputy Tim Ryle said 
the judge threatened to “zero 
out” Sheriff  Robert Chody’s 
budget if  he didn’t stop tweet-
ing about Judge Gattis’ staff  
and his facilities. The judge 
has been charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine up to $4,000 and up to 
one year behind bars.

The next hearing will take 
place September 14 in the 
277th District Court, with 
Judge Harle presiding. Judge 
Harle is known for judging the 
case that exonerated Michael 
Morton, who was convicted 
and handed a life sentence 
in 1987 for the murder of  his 
wife, Christine Morton. DNA 
evidence led Judge Harle to 
acquit him in 2011.

and hiring policies as adopt-
ed, implemented and enforced 
by the Commissioners Court 
violated his authority. Refer-
encing the local government 
code, he pointed out that each 
elected official has core duties 
articulated by the Legislature 
that cannot be infringed on by 

dog is in a cage. I have to get 
her out.’ ”

But he couldn’t do that yet, 
as the dog was under protec-
tive custody until a custody 
hearing. In the 
meantime, Mr. 
Slack came back 
several times to 
let the poodle get 
to know him.

“I would give 
her the back 
of  my hand to 
sniff,” he said. 
“I told her about 
Peaches a bit.”

All the time, 
“ s o m e t h i n g 
therapeutic was 
taking place for 
me while talking 
to the dog.”

Mr. Slack at-
tended the hearing Wednes-
day, hoping he would get to 
foster the poodle. During the 
hearing, Pct. 3 Justice of  the 
Peace Bill Gravell awarded 
custody of  the rescued ani-
mals to the animal shelter.

Jeffery Dollard, who rents 
the house where the animals 
were found, has been charged 

Judge Gattis’ attorney and 
son Dan Gattis requested a 
probable cause hearing Tues-
day, saying it wasn’t clear 
why Judge Gattis was being 
charged. His motion was 
denied by Judge Harle, who 
agreed with prosecutors that 
Judge Gattis was not legally 
entitled to a probable cause 
hearing because of  the type of  
summons issued to the county 
judge.

Jason Nassour, general 
counsel at the county attor-
ney’s office, said the summons 
was issued instead of  a war-
rant so Judge Gattis wouldn’t 
have to go to jail.

with 15 counts of  cruelty to 
non-livestock and cruel con-
finement, but has not been 
arrested due to a medical con-
dition.

Justice of  
the Peace Grav-
ell ruled that 
Mr. Dollard 
would have to 
pay $6,035, the 
cost of  care in-
curred by the 
shelter. The de-
fendant has un-
til Friday to ap-
peal the judge’s 
custody ruling.

C h e r y l 
Schneider, di-
rector of  the 
shelter, said 
she’s happy 
about the deci-

sion.
“I’m glad the animals are 

safe and that they will soon 
have a chance to be in anoth-
er happy, healthy home,” she 
said.

Ms. Schneider testified 
about the poodle during the 
hearing, saying the dog was 
severely emaciated and mat-

ted when the shelter rescued 
her. The dog is being treated 
for skin infections, parasites 
and anemia caused by “tons 
of  fleas.”

Now she’s found a new 
home with Mr. Slack, who 
asked Ms. Schneider after the 
hearing if  he could foster out 
the poodle.

“He’s obviously a caring 
person,” Ms. Schneider said. 
“He’s been up to see [the an-
imals] at the shelter several 
times. I think it will be an ex-
cellent place for [the poodle] to 
recover.”

The poodle is happy in her 
new home, Mr. Slack said. She 
travels with him in his truck 
to his tree-trimming job, sniffs 
her surroundings, chews on 
his shoes and bounces around.

“She has a spring in her 
step. She doesn’t just walk. 
She bounces across the yard,” 
he said.

The dog is also unwinding 
from her experience.

“Today, I felt like she was 
sleeping a lot in my truck be-
cause she was relaxing emo-
tionally,” Mr. Slack said.
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drawn and emaciated. One 
cow trapped under a barbed 
wire fence did not have the 
strength to get up. Once dep-
uties executed a civil search 
and seizure warrant, they 
observed that the cow trapped 
under the fence was dead.

All livestock were moved 
to a corral on the property, 

where they were evaluated 
and found to be emaciated or 
on the verge of  emaciation.

The sheriff ’s office said 35 
cows, one bull and 46 calves 
were seized from the property 
and transported to the Camer-
on Auction Barn where they 
will receive veterinary treat-
ment, food and water.

dations will now go before the 
GISD board at their regularly 
scheduled meeting August 
20 for a decision to meet the 
state-imposed deadline for 
calling for a bond election that 
same day, if  a special board 
meeting is not called before-
hand. 

A web survey was conduct-
ed between June 26 to June 
28 in which identical surveys 
were sent to district employ-
ees and community members. 
The phone survey included 
866 verified registered vot-
ers or households within the 
school district that participat-
ed and completed the survey, 
according to Geoff  Tonini, 
a statistician hired by GISD. 
Both surveys were used to de-
termine voting probability.

12 voter approved projects
The CAC voted overwhelm-

ingly in favor of  placing the 
following projects totalling 

$150.5 million on one school 
bond proposition for the board 
to approve:

n Option 1: Safety ($9.1 mil-
lion), 85.2 percent registered 
voter survey approval

n Option 2: New Schools 
($74 million), 74.7 percent reg-
istered voter survey approval

n Option 3: Technology In-
frastructure ($6 million), 85.5 
percent registered voter sur-
vey approval

n Option 4: Future Ready 
Learning ($1.5 million), 74.1 
percent registered voter sur-
vey approval

n Option 5: Replace Build-
ing Infrastructure ($19.5 mil-
lion), 89.0 percent registered 
voter approval

n Option 6: Upgrade Per-
forming Arts ($4.3 million), 
73.4 percent registered voter 
survey approval

n Option 7: Expand Bus 

http://www.gtxguns.com/
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Wang has designs on Georgetown’s future

Madison Simmons

Gary Wang, founder and principal architect of Wang Architects, moved to Georgetown in 2011 and has cultivated a good reputation, in part for his treatment of historic buildings.

Designing the Georgetown Art Center was the first project Wang Architects picked up in town.

Realtor recognized
The National Associ-

ation of  Realtors named 
Carol Hardy a Sterling in-
vestor in the Realtors Po-
litical Action Committee. 
Ms. Hardy has supported 
RPAC for three of  her 11 
years as a member of  the 
association of  Realtors.

The national bipar-
tisan advocacy organi-
zation works to benefit 
the real estate industry 
and has backed pro-real 
estate candidates since 
1969. Current priorities 
include working with the 
Treasury Department 
and Internal Revenue Ser-
vice on the new tax law 
and working to reautho-
rize the National Flood 
Insurance Program.

Ms. Hardy is the 2018 
president of  the Women’s 
Council of  Realtors Aus-
tin, and volunteers with 
the Texas Association of  
Realtors, Georgetown Ro-
tary Club and the Breast 
Cancer Resource Center.

AirBorn featured
The Fox Business 

Network showcased 
Georgetown-based Air-
Born Inc. on a segment 
last month. The employ-
ee-owned manufacturer 
showed how it designs 

and produces standard 
and custom electronic 
connectors and electrical 
components. 

The company was 
founded in 1958. It serves 
the aerospace, defense, 
military and medical in-
dustries, and its parts can 
be found on Mars, satel-
lites orbiting earth, com-
mercial airplanes, fighter 
jets and state-of-the-art 
military technology de-
ployed around the world. 

Shop clicks 14 years
Click Computers cele-

brated 14 years of  busi-
ness in Georgetown in 
July. Click is at 1011 Lean-
der Road.

Same biz, new name
Dady Insurance  

Agency has changed its 
name to Program Insur-
ance Group. The business 
offers franchise, business 
and personal insurance 
and is at 3609 Williams 
Drive, Suite 101.

New members
n Georgetown Family 

Emergency Center, 1210 
West University Avenue, 
512-690-4590

n Esquivel Events,  
51 County Road 107, 512-
595-7448

n Heartland Roofing & 
Construction Inc., New 
Braunfels, 830-443-9259

BIZ BRIEFS

B y  S H A N N O N  L O W R Y

After graduating as one of  the 
top students in his home inspec-
tor training class, Chris Court-
ney recently opened a business 
here in Georgetown.

Mr. Courtney is making the 
rounds of  real estate offices, 
bringing pens, pads, business 
cards and fresh homemade 
cookies to introduce himself  
and his company, Courtney 
Home Inspections. 

A native of  Southern Califor-
nia — Huntington Beach to be 
exact — Mr. Courtney moved 
to Cedar Park in 2004. He then 
fell in love with Georgetown 
and settled here in 2007. He and 
his wife have seven children 
and have been married for four 
years.

Mr. Courtney has been in the 
printing industry for 28 years 
and for the time being, until his 
new business is thoroughly up 
and running, he still works the 
graveyard shift at Jenny’s One-
TouchPoint printing in Austin.

“My phone is on 24/7 and I’m 
always available for business 
clients,” he said. “I adjust my 
schedule so I can rest before and 
after home inspections and my 
night job.”

Mr. Courtney said the con-
struction industry in general is 
in his blood. “My grandfather 
was a firefighter in Southern 

California and built custom 
homes and rebuilds on the 
side,” he said. “I spent summers 
with him and absorbed all that 
from the time I was a toddler 
on. I’ve done my own home im-
provement projects and I also do 
custom woodworking.”

Although any homeowner 
can order a home inspection to 
find out what’s going on with 
the systems in their house, most 
people hire an inspector when 
they decide to sell their home. 

“One of  the first inspections 
I did was a brand new half-mil-
lion dollar house for the home-
builder,” Mr. Courtney said. “He 
wanted me to find even cosmet-
ic things that were wrong and 
bring them to his attention so he 
could fix them before he sold the 
home. I found paint overspray 
on windows and in various plac-
es, the baseboards in some plac-
es were not painted correctly.”

In general, a home inspec-
tor looks at systems within a 
home, including the HVAC sys-
tem, to ensure the temperature 
differential is correct and the 
condenser outside is in good 
working order; anything visible 
including electrical, plumbing, 
sinks, bathtubs, venting, insu-
lation and ventilation in the at-
tic, and that the framing of  the 
structure in the attic is correct. 
The inspector also checks for 
vermin and evidence of  nest-

ing and checks the roof  on the 
outside. 

“If  I can be safe and the roof  
isn’t too steep, I’ll get on the roof  
to check it,” he said. “If  it is too 
steep, I’ll either get on a ladder 
or look through binoculars. I 
can also get a roof  inspector to 
conduct a free inspection if  it 
looks like there are issues.”

Home inspectors also look for 
visible foundation issues.

The two main problems Mr. 
Courtney said he sees in homes 
is “not enough adequate venti-
lation in the roofs and heating 
and air conditioning not work-
ing properly because people are 
not cleaning their air filters or 
changing them out regularly,” 
he said.

Not cleaning air filters can 
cause huge problems for HVAC 
systems, he said. “It can cause 
the evaporator coil to ice over, 

and poor ventilation can cause 
the A/C to work harder than 
it should. Dirt buildup on the 
coil can also cause a fire, while 
a crack in the heat exchanger 
of  a furnace can cause carbon 
monoxide to build up in the air.”

Mr. Courtney said he goes 
into every home inspection as 
if  “it were my kid’s home. My 
main goal, first and foremost, is 
safety for occupants. Are there 
smoke detectors where they 
should be and are they in good 
working order? Are there egress 
openings in all bedrooms? In-
spectors also check out all of  the 
installed appliances. Basically, a 
home inspection should provide 
a snapshot of  how that house is 
right this minute.”

In the course of  crawling in 
attics, checking out electrical 
panels in garages and scooting 
on his back in crawl spaces, 
he has run into a scorpion just 
inches from his elbow, rat drop-
pings and termite nests and 
tubes.

Mr. Courtney offers a 10 per-
cent discount on his services to 
military, first responders, teach-
ers and senior citizens. And he 
offers a 20 percent discount to 
first-time home buyers since 
he says they are often over-
whelmed by the various costs 
that come when purchasing a 
home. To contact Mr. Courtney, 
call at 512-253-4480.

Courtney opens home inspection business

CHRIS COURTNEY

B y  M A D I S O N  S I M M O N S 

Buildings talk and Gary 
Wang listens. 

Mr. Wang, founder of  and 
principal architect at Wang Ar-
chitects, moved to Georgetown 
in 2011, lured by the walkabili-
ty of  the city and the relatively 

blank canvas. 
“Here you can actually af-

fect the trajectory of  the city, 
which is really, really cool. If  
you can do it well, it can make 
a difference in how you use the 
city and how we live here,” he 
said. “You know?”

He talks like that, quick-

ly but clearly, peppering his 
speech with rhetorical ques-
tions. 

Mr. Wang secured a covet-
ed contract with the City of  
Georgetown within a year of  
moving here.

He redesigned the historic 
Fire Station No. 1 at 816 South 

Main Street to become the 
Georgetown Art Center.

Since then Mr. Wang has 
become a household name, if  
not across the city, among civ-
ic-minded folks in Old Town. 

Wang Architects also de-
signed the building under 
construction across the street 
from the Georgetown Art Cen-
ter. And the firm is redesigning 
a historic house two blocks 
north of  the Square into an 
event center — the Wish Well 
House at 511 S. Main Street. 

The forthcoming children’s 
counterpart to The Palace 
Theatre, set to begin construc-
tion on Rock Street this fall, 
will also bear the Wang stamp  
as will a revamped campus 
for Community Montessori 
School. 

The firm has 23 commercial  
and residential projects in 
Gerogetown in various stages 
of  completion. 

“I never turned back” 
Mr. Wang might have be-

come a chemist. 
Growing up in Flint, Mich-

igan, the son of  Taiwanese 
immigrants, young Gary dili-
gently studied and played in-

struments. His father primed 
him for a career in science, 
and self-avowed “good Chinese 
kid” that he was, he played 
along. 

But he had a secret. 
More than anything, he 

loved to draw. He sketched 
buildings — those he saw in 
Flint and fantasies culled 
from his imagination. He de-
signed a transforming car that 
he swears to this day would 
function.

He drew and drew, not ex-
pecting to find a professional 
use for his passion.

Early on during his time at 
the University of  Michigan, he 
signed up for an Introduction 
to Architecture lecture and the 
world opened up before him.

“I’m very fortunate because 
a lot of  folks are still searching 
and for me it was very natu-
ral,” he said. 

“I never turned back after 
that.”

He went on to receive his 
masters degree at the Univer-
sity of  Michigan and worked 
for seven years as an architect, 
splitting his time between Bos-
ton and New York. 

Mr. Wang then worked in 

Chicago for seven years.
The work puts both his cre-

ative instinct and his innate 
desire to problem-solve to use, 
he said. 

“There’s a set of  givens you 
have that you’re working with 
and against and I appreciate 
that part,” he said. 

Eric Lashley, the library di-
rector and one part of  the team 
that oversaw the Georgetown 
Art Center, recalled Mr. Wang’s 
precision. 

Mr. Wang thought through 
everything down to the door-
knobs, he said.

“He cares about every little 
detail.”

Mary Ellen Butler, director 
of  The Palace Theatre, remem-
bers when Gary Wang and his 
firm were designing the chil-
dren’s theater, the Doug Smith 
Performance Center.

In his plans for the theater, 
he — unprompted — includ-
ed a handwashing station, 
because he had observed kids 
lining up to wash their hands 
before lunch at summer camp. 

“This is where I think he is 
special. He becomes a part of  
the community he’s designing 

Continued on 7B
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Public Notices

City of Georgetown
Notice of Public Meeting

Notice is hereby given that  
the City of Georgetown will  
hold its regular public meet-  
ing of the Planning and Zon-  
ing Commission on August  
21, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the  
City of Georgetown Public Li-  
brary located at 402 W 8th  
Street, Georgetown, Texas  
and the Regular Public meet-  
ing of City Council on August  
28, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at its  
regular meeting place in the  
Council Chambers, 101 East  
7th Street, Georgetown, Tex-  
as, to consider the following  
proposed items: 
Public Hearing and possible  
action on an amendment to  
the Comprehensive Plan to  
update the Airport Master  
Plan — Nat Waggoner, AICP,  
PMP, Long Range Planning  
Manager, and Russ Volk, Air-  
port Manager
Notice is hereby given that  
the City of Georgetown will  
hold its regular public meet-  
ing of the Planning and Zon-  
ing Commission on August  
21, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the  
City of Georgetown Public Li-  
brary located at 402 W 8th  
Street, Georgetown, Texas  
and the Regular Public meet-  
ing of City Council on Sep-  
tember 11, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.  
at its regular meeting place in  
the Council Chambers, 101  
East 7th Street, Georgetown,  
Texas, to consider the fol-  
lowing proposed items: 
Public Hearing and possible  
action on a request for initial  
zoning upon annexation of an  
approximate 21.734-acre  
tract of land out of the William  
Addison League Survey, Ab-  
stract No. 21, generally lo-  
cated along CR 110 and CR  
111, of Public Facility (PF)  
zoning district designation, to  
be known as Georgetown In-  
dependent School District  
No. 11 (ANX-2018-007). Ro-  
byn Miga, Planner
Public Hearing and possible  
action on a request to rezone  
Lot 8, Block M, of the South  
San Gabriel Urban Renewal  
Addition A subdivision, locat-  
ed at 606 Martin Luther King  
Street, from the Residential  
Single-Family (RS) District to  
the Office (OF) District.  
(REZ-2017-023) Nathan  
Jones-Meyer, Planner
Public Hearing and possible  
action on a request to rezone  
approximately 0.28 acres  
consisting of Lot 11, of the In-  
dustrial Park North subdivi-  
sion, located at 40120 Indus-  
trial Park Circle, from the In-  
dustrial (IN) zoning district to  
the General Commercial (C- 
3) zoning district (REZ-2018- 
014). Nathan Jones, Planner
Public Hearing and possible  
action on a request to rezone  
Lot 19, Block 1, San Gabriel  
Estates subdivision, located  
at 816 Booty’s Crossing  
Road, from Agriculture (AG)  
to Residential Single-Family  
(RS) zoning district (REZ- 
2018-016). Robyn Miga,  
Planner
As a member of the general  
public you are invited to be  
present at such meeting if  
you desire to discuss the pro-  
posed change or advisability  
of any other change.
A copy of the planning report  
related to these items will be  
available at the Planning De-  
partment located at 406 W.  
8th Street, no later than the  
Friday prior to the meeting  
described above. For further  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX RATE

The Leander TODD Municipal Utility District No. 1 of Williamson 
County will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 
2018 on August 24, 2018 at noon at the offices of McLean & Howard, 
L.L.P. located at 901 South Mopac Expy, Bldg. II, Suite 225 Austin, Texas 
78746. Your individual taxes may increase or decrease, depending on the 
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in 
taxable value of all other property and the tax rate that is adopted.

 FOR the proposal:  Matt D. Matthews, 
  Greg Walling, Josh Cameron  
  and Peter Dufrene.
 AGAINST the proposal:  None
 PRESENT and not voting:  None
 ABSENT:  Jordan Smith.

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead 
in this taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence 
homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)  $0.3500 /$100  $0.3500 /$100 
 Adopted  Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value $            -/ $100
Percentage increase/decrease in rates (+/-) NA

Average appraised value  $321,819  $354,840

General exemptions available
  (excluding senior citizen’s or  
   disabled person’s exemptions)  $        - $        -

Average taxable value  $321,819 $354,840
Tax on average residence homestead  $1,126 $1,242

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $115.57
  and percentage of increase (+/-)  10%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ROLLBACK ELECTION
If taxes on the average residence homestead increase by more than eight percent, 
the qualified voters of the water district by petition
may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the opera-
tion and maintenance tax rate to the rollback tax
rate under Section 49.236(d), Water Code.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY NEWS

 UPDATES 
from Williamson County are  

just a click away!
Williamson County’s e-newsletter  

The Wilcounty Line 

To subscribe or view the 
newsletter, go to 

www.wilco.org

August 7 & 18
Williamson County EMS hosts Safe Baby Academy
August 13
Texas Master Gardeners Seminar: “Trees: Know Your 
Tree Roots”
August 29
Wilco Brush & Forage Management Workshop

information, call the Planning  
Department office at 512- 
930-3575. 

CITY OF GEORGETOWN
The City of Georgetown is  
accepting sealed bids for the  
following:
Invitation to Bid # 201843 -  
Wastewater Laboratory Ser-  
vices
Due August 21, 2018.
All sealed bids are due 2:00  
PM CST at the following ad-  
dress:
Georgetown Municipal Com-  
plex
Purchasing Department
300-1 Industrial Ave.
Georgetown, TX 78626
To obtain information on the  
ITB and to register for the bid  
list, go to https:// 
gtowntx. ionwave.net/Cur-  
rentSourcingEvents.aspx

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that  
original Letters Testamentary  
in the Estate of Laura Sue  
Durrenberger Smith, De-  
ceased were issued on 7/30/ 
2018 in Cause No. 18-0620- 
CP4 pending in County Court  
at Law Number 4 of William-  
son County, Texas, to:
Mary Sue Smith Fontenot  
and Karen Lou Smith Red
Claims may be presented to:
Representative, Estate of  
Laura Sue Durrenberger  
Smith
c/o PETERSON & PETER-  
SON ASSOCIATES, P.C.
1205 S. Austin Avenue
Georgetown, Texas 78626
(512)930-1202
All persons having claims  
against this Estate which is  
currently being administered  
are required to present them  
within the time and in the  
manner prescribed by law.
DATE: 7/30/2018
PETERSON & PETERSON  
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
1205 S. Austin Avenue
Georgetown, Texas 78626
By: Christina Peterson
Christina Peterson
State Bar No. 00792757
T. Layne Peterson
State Bar No. 00797241
Attorneys for the Represen-  
tative

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that  
original Letters of Indepen-  
dent Administration for the  
Estate of Debbie A. Allen a/k/ 
a Deborah Ann Allen, De-  
ceased, were issued on July  
31, 2018, in Cause No. 18- 
0311-CP4, pending in the  
County Court at Law No. 4,  
Williamson County, Texas,  
to: Donna Wilkes.
All persons having claims  
against this Estate which is  
currently being administered  
are required to present them  
to the undersigned within the  
time and in the manner pre-  
scribed by law.
c/o: Bradley G. Lingold
Attorney at Law
916 Main Street
Bastrop, Texas 78602
DATED the 31stday of July,  
2018.
/S/ Bradley Graves Lingold
BRADLEY GRAVES
LINGOLD
Attorney for Donna Wilkes  
State Bar No.: 24087930
916 Main Street
Bastrop, Texas 78602
Telephone: (512) 303-4747  
Facsimile: (512) 332-0900
E-mail:
derek@vangilderlaw.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that  
original Letters of Testamen-  
tary were issued on July 31,  
2018, for the Estate of MAR-  
JORIE MAY INSALL BUR-  
ROWS HOLDER, Deceased,  

in Docket No. 18-0604-CP4,  
pending in County Court at  
Law No. Four of Williamson  
County, Texas, to KAREN  
ELIZABETH BUZBEE as In-  
dependent Executor.
The residence of the Inde-  
pendent Executor is in Ector  
County, Texas, and her mail-  
ing address is 5600 Wyoming  
Ave., Odessa, TX 79762.
All persons having claims  
against this Estate which is  
currently being administered  
are required to present them  
within the time and in the  
manner prescribed by law.
Dated: July 31, 2018.
STUMP & STUMP
BY: Wren M. Stump-Wenzel
State Bar No. 24088486
803 Main Street
Georgetown, Texas 78626
Phone: (512) 863-5594
Fax: (512) 863-9350
Email: stumplaw@aol.com

PUBLIC NOTICE 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

Invitation for Bids 
Bid Number: 1807-245 
Bid Title: Bulk Fuel for Wil-  
liamson County 
Bidding Starts: Jul 24, 2018  
11:45:37 AM CDT 
Bidding Ends: Sep 21, 2018  
3:00:00 PM CDT
The Williamson County Com-  
missioners Court invites the  
submission of Sealed Bids  
for: 
Bulk Fuel for Williamson  
County 
Sealed Bids, will be publicly  
opened and read aloud in the  
Williamson County Purchas-  
ing Office located at 901  
South Austin Ave, George-  
town, Texas 78626 on Sep-  
tember 21st, 2018 at 3pm. All  
sealed Bids must be received  
on or before the stated open-  
ing date and time. 
A Pre Bid conference is to be  
held August 14th, 2018 at  
10am at the Williamson  
County Purchasing office, lo-  
cated at 901 S. Austin Ave  
Georgetown, TX. 
Solicitation documents can  
be viewed by visiting the Wil-  
liamson County BidSync Por-  
tal at www.bidsync.com or by  
visiting the Williamson  
County Purchasing website  
at http://www.wilco.org/de-  
partments/purchasing and  
selecting the link register for  
bids. There is no fee to reg-  
ister as a supplier or to par-  
ticipate in the County’s solic-  
itation process. 
Any bonds that may be re-  
quired for this solicitation will  
be specified in the solicitation  
documents. 
The Williamson County Com-  
missioners Court reserves  
the right to accept the lowest  
and/or best value Bid as  
deemed by the Court, or re-  
ject any and/or all Bids. 
The receipt of electronic re-  
sponses will be registered in  
BidSync. The Time-Date  
Stamp Clock located at the  
Williamson County Purchas-  
ing Department will serve as  
the official clock for the pur-  
pose of verifying the date and  
time of receipt of paper re-  
sponses. 
Respondent shall submit pric-  
ing as specified in the solici-  
tation documents. Payment  
will be made by the respon-  
dents preferred method as  
filed with the Williamson  
County Auditor’s Office, pro-  
vided that respondent’s pre-  
ferred method of payment is  
a form of payment acceptable  
to Williamson County. 
The designated Purchasing  
Agent for this IFB is Erica  
Smith, Purchasing Specialist  
III, under the direction of  
Randy Barker, Purchasing  

Agent for Williamson County,  
512-943-1554. 
Issued by order of the Wil-  
liamson County Commis-  
sioners Court on July 24th,  
2018, 
Dan A. Gattis, County Judge.  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that  
original Letters Testamentary  
for the Estate of JAMES M.  
HIGHBERG, Deceased, were  
issued on August 1, 2018, in  
Cause NO. 18-0671-CP4
pending in the County Court  
at Law No. 4, Williamson  
County, Texas, to: DIANNA  
L. HIGHBERG. All persons  
having claims against this Es-  
tate which is currently being  
administered are required to  
present them to DALE ILLIG,  
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 707  
Rock Street, Georgetown, TX  
78626, within the time and in  
the manner prescribed by  
law.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that  
original Letters Testamentary  
for the Estate of IRENE K.  
WERCHAN, Deceased, were  
issued on July 26, 2018, in  
Docket No. 18-0606-CP4,  
pending in the County Court  
of Williamson County, Texas,  
to: RALPH L. WERCHAN
The residence of the Execu-  
tor is in Williamson County,  
Texas, the address for notice  
presentation of claim is:
Representative, Estate of  
IRENE K. WERCHAN 
c/o Merlin Lester 
213A West 8th Street 
Georgetown, Texas 78626
All persons having claims  
against this Estate which is  
currently being administered  
are required to present them  
within the time and in the  
manner prescribed by law.
DATED July 31, 2018.
Public Meeting to Consider  
Proposed Ordinances and  

Resolution
By the Georgetown City  

Council on Tuesday,  
August 14, 2018

An Ordinance of the City  
Council of the City of George-  
town, Texas, amending part  
of the Official Zoning Map to  
rezone approximately 44.4  
acres out of the Francis A.  
Hudson Survey, Abstract No.  
295, generally located south  
of La Conterra Blvd, west of  
FM 1460, and north of West-  
inghouse Road, from Agri-  
culture (AG) to Residential  
Single-Family (RS) and Sce-  
nic-Natural Gateway Overlay  
zoning districts; repealing  
conflicting ordinances and  
resolutions; including a sev-  
erability clause; and estab-  
lishing an effective date.
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

of property to satisfy landlord  
lien. Sale located at Big Red  
Barn V at 165 CR 313 E, Jar-  
rell, Texas 76537 on SAT-  
URDAY, August 25, 2018 AT  
11:00AM. Property will be  
sold to the highest bidder.  
Cashier’s check, credit card,  
or money order accepted.  
Cleanup and removal deposit  
may be required. Seller re-  
quires the right to withdraw  
property from sale. Property  
includes contents of spaces  
of the following tenants:
DONNA BERRY - HOUSE-  
HOLD GOODS, MISC.  
YARD & FENCING TOOLS
LARRY WILEY - HOUSE-  
HOLD GOODS, WASHER/ 
DRYER
SAMANTHA WILLEY - TA-  
BLE & CHAIRS, BOXES

Continued on 8B

Wang has designs on Georgetown’s future
for,” she said.

“I think that’s the reason he 
was so good at understanding 
what our needs were.”

Working in confines
Perhaps because of  his part-

time gig as a lecturer at The 

Continued from 1B University of  Texas, Mr. Wang 
sometimes slips into tangen-
tial lectures about the finer 
points of  architecture. 

Historically, art has thrived 
in confines. Architecture to-
day, he said, does not have 
enough friction.

“We live in a culture now 

where anything goes, every-
thing’s relative, there’s no ab-
solutes,” he said. 

“Architecture is in the same 
predicament globally, and in 
the U.S. in many parts, because 
there’s nothing to compare it 
with, there’s no measuring 
stick.”

That’s not a concern in 
Georgetown, a city that clutch-
es its residential historic as-
sets tightly.

Buildings in the city’s his-
toric overlay are subject to 
strictly enforced guidelines 
from the city and scrutiny 
from a fervent, at times out-

raged public. 
Mr. Wang has whiled away 

many Thursday evenings at 
the Historic and Architectur-
al Review Commission meet-
ings, explaining his projects 
to the skeptical 
seven-member 
board that holds 
the power to un-
ravel months of  
work. 

In a 2016 
meeting com-
m i s s i o n e r s 
called prelimi-
nary plans for 
the children’s 
theater “mono-
lithic” and 
“cold and ster-
ile.” It looked 
too much like a 
big city project, they said. 

At a more recent meeting, 
they decried plans for the new 
downtown event center, the 
Wish Well House.

Mr. Wang takes the criticism 
in stride, his face revealing no 
impatience, no frustration.

“I love the HARC process … I 
have a very healthy respect, it’s 
not just lip service, for HARC,” 
he said.

“We’re all looking to ad-
vance our downtown and our 
city, we’re all looking for it to 
become a cooler place, a better 
place, a more livable place … 
If  we start there we can un-
derstand we’re just possibly 
coming at it from different 

viewpoints.”
Each project, he said, asks 

for something different. 
The building, whether ex-

isting or new, wants to become 
something and he and his ar-

chitects discern 
the what and 
the how.

A r c h i t e c t 
Sonam Tsering 
said Mr. Wang 
gives his staff  
autonomy and 
lets them take 
part in the de-
sign process. 

“The way 
we work, com-
pared to the 
other firms I’ve 
worked in, is a 
lot more collab-

orative,” she said. 
Ms. Tsering, who joined the 

firm three years ago, said she 
had the chance to sketch con-
cepts her first year there. 

When asked about any 
dream projects he would like 
to tackle, Mr. Wang smiles. 

“This sounds, whatever, but 
I’m actually living the dream,” 
he said. 

He has had the chance to 
work on projects for kid-friend-
ly spaces, a passion of  his. 

He has ample work in 
Georgetown’s coveted down-
town. 

He has a reputation for reen-
visioning homes in Old Town 
— what else could he ask for? 

“I love the HARC 
process … I have 
a very healthy 
respect, it’s not 
just lip service, 

for HARC.”
Gary Wang

Architect
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